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45 Bush Road
Cuxton
Rochester
Kent
ME2 1LP
Tel: 01634 296636 / 07899 966606
Manager: Mrs Lesley Chilton

www.Maydayplayschool.co.uk
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Welcome to our Playschool
We are a small, friendly playschool set in the heart of the village. Mayday is based
in the Chapel, Bush Road, which is spacious, bright and exceptionally welcoming. We
pride ourselves on our open-door policy, which allows us to work in partnership with
parents at all times.
We believe that childhood is a very special time, and we aim to provide a happy, childcentred, safe and stimulating environment that allows the children to play, grow and
develop through a wide range of fun activities, which are based around the early
year’s foundation stage curriculum. As well as indoor activities, our playschool
benefits from a large secure outside space, plus a garden area for the children to dig
and plant.
We are partnered with Medway’s Early Years team, and are regularly inspected by
Ofsted to ensure high standards of care and education for your children are met.
We are proud of our team of caring, qualified staff at Mayday, and provide a high
ratio of adults to children, giving your child the care and attention they need from 2
years of age until school entry.
We have close links with the local Infant school, and make weekly visits to use their
PE facilities. Teachers from the foundation stage visit us to meet the children and
staff in preparation for the children starting school. We also use our local library
and make monthly visits.
We look forward to welcoming you and your child to Mayday playschool.

Lesley Chilton
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Playschool Leader
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From a Parent
This poem was presented to Mayday staff in July 2010 by a parent whose child was
moving on to Infant school.

We gave you our little ones from the age of two,
To nurture and care for we en-trusted you.
They arrived in tears clinging to Mummy,
With taggy’s and nappies, and dribbly dummies.
But you didn’t mind, you’d seen this before,
So with in-trepidation we walked out the door.
For three hours flat we worried a lot,
Watching the time until 12 o’clock.
But when we returned we need not have stressed,
As once again the Aunties knew best.
They painted, they role-played, and they went to fun places,
They always came home with smiles on their faces.
With paintings, and drawings, and sometimes a cake,
And with all the nice things you helped them to make.
You’ve helped our babes grow into independent youngsters,
And put up with their tantrums, we know they can be monsters!
A new adventure is beginning, who knows what they’ll become,
You’ve not just been Aunties, you’ve been like second Mums!
- Magnificent
- Aunties
- You’ve
- Done
-A
- Yabba Dabba Tastic
- Super Dooper Job
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- Always supporting
- Understanding
- Nurturing
- Tremendous
- Interested
- Excellent
- Super
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Our Aims
Mayday playschool aims to:






Provide high quality care and education for children primarily below statutory
school age
Work in partnership with parents to help children learn and develop
Add to the life and well-being of our local community
Offer children and their parents a service that promotes equality and values
diversity

We aim to ensure that the parents of children at Mayday playschool are:







Valued and respected
Kept informed
Consulted
Involved
Included at all levels

We aim to ensure that each child:







Is in a safe and stimulating environment
Is given generous care and attention, because of our ratio of qualified staff to
children, as well as volunteer helpers
Has the chance to join with other children and adults to live, play, work and
learn together
Is helped to take forward his/her learning and development by being helped to
build on what he/she already knows and can do
Has a personal key person who makes sure each child makes satisfying progress
Is in a setting that sees parents as partners in helping each child to learn and
develop
Is in a setting in which parents help to shape the service it offers.
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The Early Years Foundation Stage
Children start to learn about the world around them from the moment they are born.
The care and education offered by Mayday helps children to continue to do this by
providing them with interesting activities that are right for their age and stage of
development. The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is the first stage of
children’s education, beginning with birth to pre-school groups, and continuing into
school. There are seven learning and development areas:
PRIME AREAS
Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Physical Development
Communication & Language
SPECIFIC AREAS
Literacy
Mathematics
Understanding the world
Expressive Arts & Design
Each area has learning goals for the children to work towards, and Mayday staff play
a crucial role in supporting the children’s learning and assessing their needs. Within
the EYFS there are four areas that set the standard for Learning, Development and
Care for children from birth to five years. These are:
A Unique Child
Every child is a unique child who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable,
confident and self-assured.
Positive Relationships
Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships.
Enabling Environments
Children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their experiences
respond to their individual needs and there is a strong partnership between
practitioners and parents and carers.
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Learning and Development
Children develop and learn in different ways. The Framework covers the education
and care of all children in early year’s provision, including children with special
educational needs and disabilities.
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The EYFS Curriculum
The seven Learning and Development Areas
Personal, Social and Emotional Development
This area of children’s development covers:
 Having a positive approach to learning and finding out about the world around
them;
 Having confidence in themselves and their ability to do things, and valuing their
own achievements;
 Being able to get on, work and make friendships with other people, both children
and adults;
 Becoming aware of, and being able to keep to, the rules which we all
need to help us to look after ourselves, other people and our
environment;
 Being able to expect to have their ways of doing things respected, and
to respect other people’s ways of doing things.
Communication & Language
This area of children’s development covers:
 Being able to use conversation with one other person, in small groups and in large
groups, and to talk with and listen to others;
 Adding to their vocabulary by learning the meaning of, and being able to use, new
words;
 Being able to use words to describe their experiences;
 Getting to know the sounds and letters that make up the words we use;
 Listening to and talking about stories;
 Learning to maintain attention and concentration
 Develop an understanding for simple concepts, progressing to understanding more
complex sentences.
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Literacy
This area of children’s development covers:
 Knowing how to handle books, and that they can be a source of stories and
information;
 Become interested in books
 Being able to recognise and repeat favourite song
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Mathematical Development
This area of children’s development covers:
 Building up ideas about how many, how much, how far and how big;
 Building up ideas about patterns, the shape of objects and parts
of objects, and the amount of space taken up by objects;
 Starting to understand that numbers help us to answer questions
about how many, how much, how far and how big;
 Building up ideas about how to use counting to find out how many; and
 Being introduced to finding the result of adding more or taking away from the
amount we already have.



Understanding the World
This area of children’s development covers:
 Finding out about the natural world and how it works;
Finding out about the made world and how it works;

Learning how to choose and use the right tool for a task;
 Learning about computers, how to use them and what they can help

us do;
 Starting to put together ideas about past and present and the links between them;
 Beginning to learn about their locality and its special features; and
 Learning about their own and other cultures.

Physical Development
This area of children’s development covers:
 Gaining control over the large movements that they can make with their arms, legs
and bodies, so that they can run, jump, hop, skip, roll, climb, balance and
lift;
 Gaining control over the small movements they can make with their
arms, wrists and hands, so that they can pick up and use objects,
tools and materials;
 Learning about the importance of, and how to look after, their bodies.
 Being able to dress and undress themselves, and look after their personal hygiene
needs.
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Expressive arts & design
This area of children’s development covers:
 Showing an interest in blocks, colours and marks
 Exploring colours, marks, and construction
Exchanging knowledge about their child’s needs, activities, interests
and progress with the staff;
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At Mayday playschool we maintain the ratio of adults to children in the setting that is
set through the Statutory Framework for Early year’s foundation stage. We also
have volunteer parent helpers where possible to complement these ratios. This helps
us to:
 Give time and attention to each child;
 Talk with the children about their interests and activities;
 Help children to experience and benefit from the activities we provide; and
 Allow the children to explore and be adventurous in safety.
The staff who work at our setting are:
Name

Role

Lesley Chilton

Manager
SENCO
Supervisor
Equal Opportunities
Health & safety officer
Early years practitioner
Child protection office

Karen Burrows

Emma Bradley

Early Years Practitioner

Laura Ellis

Francis Andrews

Early Years Practitioner
Behaviour management
Early Years Practitioner

Louise Hutton
Alison Grey

Music organiser

Tracey Hunter

Early years practitioner

Qualifications
DPP 3
Qualified Teaching Assistant levels
2&3
First Aid & Child Protection Trained
DPP3
First Aid & Child Protection Trained
DPP3
First aid & child protection trained.
Level 2 Children and young people’s
workforce
First Aid & Child Protection Trained
Level 2 Children and young people’s
workforce’
First Aid & Child Protection Trained
Training in Level 2 child care
First aid trained
First aid trained.

Opening Times
We are open for 5 days a week, and 38 weeks each year. The times we are open are:
9.00am to 12.00 midday
9.00am to 3.00pm
9.00am to 3.00pm
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Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
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Thursday
Friday

12.00 midday to 3.00pm
9.00am to 3.00pm

Working Together for Your Children
How Parents Take Part at Mayday


Mayday playschool recognises parents as the first and most important educators
of their children. All the staff see themselves as partners with you in providing
care and education for your child. There are many ways in which parents take part
in making Mayday playschool a welcoming and stimulating place for children and
parents, such as:

 Helping during sessions at Mayday;
 Sharing their own special interests with the children;
 Helping to provide, make and look after the equipment and materials used in the
children’s play activities;
 Taking part in events and informal discussions about the activities and curriculum
provided by Mayday;
 Joining in community activities in which the playschool takes part; and
 Building friendships with other parents in the setting.

The Parent’s Rota
Mayday playschool has a dated rota which parents can sign if they
would like to help at a particular session or sessions of the setting.
Helping enables parents to see what the day-to-day life of Mayday
playschool is like, and to join in helping the children to get the best
from their activities.

Joining In
Joining the rota is not the only means of taking part in the life of Mayday playschool.
Parents can offer to take part in a session by sharing their own interests and skills
with the children. Parents have visited the setting to play the clarinet for the
children, show pictures of the local carnival held in their neighbourhood, and show the
children their collection of shells.
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Key Persons and Your Child
Mayday playschool has a key person system. This means that each member of
staff has a group of children for whom she/he is particularly responsible.
She/he will record the progress of your child. However, all workers are
equally available for you and your child for care and consultation.

10

Records of Achievement
Mayday playschool keeps a record of achievement for each child. Staff and parents
working together on their children’s records of achievement helps us to celebrate
together his/her achievements and to work together to provide what your
child needs for his/her well-being, and to make progress.
Your child’s key person will work with you to keep this record. To do this
you and she/he will collect information about your child’s needs, activities,
interests and achievements. This information will enable the key person to
identify your child’s stage of progress. You and the key person will then
decide on how to help your child to move on to the next stage. Parents may
request to see records of progress at any time.

Learning Opportunities for Adults
As well as gaining qualifications in early years care and education, Mayday playschool
staff take part in further training to help them to keep up to date with thinking
about early years care and education. Mayday playschool also keeps itself up to date
with best practice in early years care and education through the Pre-School Learning
Alliance’s magazine Under Five, and publications produced by the Pre-School Learning
Alliance.

Mayday Playschool Timetable and Routines
Mayday playschool believes that care and education are equally important in the
experience which we offer children. The routines and activities that make up the
session in the setting are provided in ways that:
 Help each child to feel that he/she is a valued member of the setting;
 Ensure the safety of each child;
 Help children to gain from the social experience of being part of a group; and
 Provide children with opportunities to learn and help them to value learning.
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The Session
We organise our sessions so that the children can choose from, and work at, a range
of activities, and in doing so build up their ability to select and work through a task to
its completion. The children are also helped and encouraged to
take part in adult-led small and large group activities which
introduce them to new experiences and help them to gain new
skills, as well as helping them to learn to work with others.
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Outdoor activities contribute to children’s health, their physical development and
their knowledge of the world around them. The children have the opportunity, and
are encouraged to take part in outdoor child-chosen and adult-led activities, as well
as those provided in the indoor playrooms. We offer the children all year round freeflow activities between our inside and safe and secure outside area.
In addition we have a daily music and movement session with Auntie
Alison, a music teacher who comes in to join us. We also have strong
links with Cuxton Community Infant school, the main ‘feeder’ school for
our children. We take the children to school once a week to use the hall
and equipment for PE. We also attend special events at school, such as assemblies
that the children perform for parents.

Snacks
Mayday playschool makes snacks and meals a social time where children
and adults eat together. We plan the menus for snacks so that they
provide the children with healthy and nutritious food. Do tell us about
your child’s dietary needs and we will make sure that these are met.

Policies
Copies of Mayday playschool policies are kept together in a working document. You
will be shown these when you visit our setting, but if you would like a copy then please
do not hesitate to ask a member of staff.
Mayday playschool policies help us to make sure that the service provided by the
setting is a high quality one, and that being a member of Mayday playschool is an
enjoyable and beneficial experience for each child and his/her parents.
The staff of Mayday playschool work together to adopt the policies and they all have
the opportunity to take part in the annual review of the policies. This review helps us
to make sure that the policies are enabling us to provide a quality service for our
members and the local community.
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Special Needs
It is part of Mayday playschool’s policy to make sure that our provision meets the
needs of each individual child, and take into account any special needs a child may
have. Mayday playschool works to the requirements of the 1993 Education Act and
the Special Educational Needs Code of Practice (2001). Our
Special Educational Needs Co-Ordinators are Lesley Chilton
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Fees
The fees are £8 per session payable monthly/weekly/daily/half-termly in advance –
please inform Lesley how you would like to pay. Fees must still be paid if children are
absent without notice for a short period of time. If your child has to be absent over
a long period of time please talk to the manager, Lesley Chilton. For your child to
keep his/her place at the setting you must pay the fees. We are in receipt of
nursery education funding for two, three and four year olds; where funding is not
received, then fees apply.
We also accept child care vouchers.
Starting Mayday Playschool
The First Days
We want your child to feel happy and safe with us. To make sure that this is the
case, the staff will work with you to decide on how to help your child to settle into
the setting. The setting has a policy about helping children to settle, and a copy is
available on request.
Clothing
We provide protective clothing for the children when taking part in
messy activities.
We encourage children to gain the skills that help them to be independent and look
after themselves. These include taking themselves to the toilet, and taking off and
putting on outdoor clothes. Clothing that is easy for them to manage will help them
to do this.
No Smoking Policy
Mayday Playschool is a smoke free organisation and would ask parents and visitors not
to smoke anywhere on our premises.
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And Lastly ……
We hope that you and your child enjoy being members of Mayday Playschool, and that
you both find taking part in our activities interesting and stimulating. The staff are
always ready and willing to talk with you about your ideas, views or questions. We
pride ourselves that in addition to our qualifications, we are all ‘mums’, ‘nans’ or both.
We treat Mayday playschool children in the way we would like our children to be
treated when they are not in our care. We are very much a ‘family centred’
environment. We hope that you will agree!

